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Surprise, Surprise, Surprise By Henry 4 Taylor
ah N A TFIRSTHAND look at what really happencd to  Ralph Dungau. On whose authority he acted, I do not know. But |

our former Ambassador to Panama Joseph S. _ Mr. Dungau phoned the various agencies, including the Pentagon, 1
Farland should explain much about what con-  that T was not to be invited for consultation.” 5
i

N
L
A

fronts President Johnson, And why dangerous  pr Farland then coupled this action with a previous ovent
event after event abroad is a surprise, SUIPrISe  «Farlier in the Panama grisis," he stated, “when Ipwent to Wash- "}
surprise to those at the top on whom our security Ington for consultation in the late fall of 1962, Edwin Martin, the !
depends. ' ' then-Assistant Secretary of State for Latin American Alfairs,
Ambassador Farland Is an ex-FBI agent, coun- y stepped in. Mr. Martin literally ordered me to-have no contact :
er intelligence expert, chief-of-mission for three Hwith top CIA executives and any congressional leaders. ‘We here -1
and a half years in Panama before returning in the State department will take care of any discussions about ¢
last August, and acclaimed as one of the most EPanama with the CIA ourselves. Further, you are not to have ¢
successful ambassadors we've ever had in Ediscussions with members of Congress on the Hill', Mr. Martin ?
Latin Amcrica. Ie resigned last August and returned to private Kdirccted.” ' : o

life in Morgantown, W. Va., . ) ] Subsequently, Ambassador Farland met President Kennedy dur- §
i  Sccretary of Stale Dean Rusk told the House Foreign Affairs ing the Iate President's conference with Latin American presidents
;; Committee (Jun. 15) that he was taken by surprise by events in gt gan Salvador last March. “President Kennedy did not kiow'
;, Panama., The committce asked whether his Department had fully  about Mr. Martin's directive to me,” Mr. Farland continued, “and
consulted the returned ambassador whose reports had long bristled in Mr. Martin's presence he crossed up Mr, Martin on th;a con-
with information about the Castro buildup and the mounting crisis gressional angle while Mr. Martin remained silent. The President

D - in the isthmus. “Oh, ycs, Mr, Farland has been completely de-  told me to see inquiring congressional leaders on my next trip +
4 briefed,” Mr. Rusk testified. . : . home. T had nothing but courtesy, understanding and, so far as I }
. Now, obviously, something or someone was wrong some place. know, approval from President Kennedy personally and direetly.” ;
Ambassador Farland has stated publicly that he was asked noth- I asked about the CIA espionage  situation, including Castro :

ing, and had sat,around Washington for three solid weeks without ¥ penetrations in Panama. Mr. Farland described the CIA as an
being consulted (‘“‘de-briefed”). So I asked Mr. Farland to tell 2 out-of-hand aggregation “‘underzealous in knowing what was hap- -
me exactly what went on. . He agreed to do so. ) pening In Panama, overzealous in building a CIA empire in '
- He said Secretary Rusk in his testimony apparently relied on a -3 the zone.”, He revealed the additional stops-and-blocks he en ¢
subordinate who reported to him after engaging Mr. Farland in §countered behind the scenes in trying to bring this agency into ;
. "'a short, and largely irrelevant conversation,” that's all. Thadt line, o ' ST o
 State Department man was named Lansing Collins. “We did 13 «The station chief had exposed himself as a prominent figure |
;‘ h‘ardly more than pass the time of daly. Mr. Collu_'lg and L" Mr. {in the high social world," Nﬁ. Farland stated, "‘;nd it was gas{y Pt
+ Farland told me. S oy e i Bilto see that the whole thing was loose. - They simply did not know :
4. That the Secretary. of State himself admittedly failed to consult ffwhat was going oft, - I spelled this out repeatedly to both the State '
{iMr. Farland, as CIA Divector John A., McCone likewise failed §iDepartment and CIA's Washington headquarters in terms of °
even to see him, was inexplicable. How come? " .-% “.7.7 - Hlisthmus and American security. Neither acted. It took me nearly -}
¢t “When I arrived home in August,” Mr. Farland answered, “and 44 yearto get the station chief removed — a very decisive and ;
_%_ the State Department, circulated its customary ‘notice to ‘appro- kicritical year — and then only when CIA Director McCone ‘himself |
;.priate agencies listing returned ambassadors available, for con- ficame. to Panama ,and heard the. facts direct from ‘me in
gultation, a man in the White House went to'work, ; His name'is Gmy housels - " R
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